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Cabinet Social Wellbeing
Committee

Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Transforming Our Response to Children and Young People at Risk of
Harm - Paper Two: Improving Outcomes for Maori

Portfolio Children

On 31 October 2018, the Cabinet Social Wellbeing Committee:

1 noted that Maori continue to account for a significant proportion of children and young
people in the Oranga Tamariki—Ministry for Children (Oranga Tamariki) system;

2 noted that legislative changes made to the Oranga Tamariki Act 1989 (the Act) require
Oranga Tamariki to take a range of steps to improve outcomes for Maori children and young
people and their whanau, hapti and iwi;

3 noted the following objectives that have been developed in response to section 7AA of the
Act:

3.1 ensure the participation of tamariki, whanau, hapii and iwi in decisions affecting
them at the earliest opportunity to enhance their wellbeing and safety;

3.2 support, strengthen and assist whanau Maori to care for their tamaiti or tamariki to
prevent the need for their removal from home into care or a youth justice response;

3.3 ifremoval from home is necessary, Oranga Tamariki will preference placements for
Maori children and young people (including siblings) as follows with members of
their whanau, hapi, or iwi ensuring support and assistance is provided to meet their
needs;

3.4  support Maori children and young people in the custody of the chief executive to
establish, maintain or strengthen their sense of belonging through cultural identity
and connections to whanau, hapii and iwi;

3.5 support, strengthen and assist Maori children and young people and their whanau to
prepare for their return home or transition into the community;

4 noted that the Minister for Children will report back to the Cabinet Social Wellbeing
Committee in 2019 on a strategic partnership approach with iwi and Maori, as well as a set
of outcomes and measures for reducing disparities between Maori and non-Maori children
and young people;

5 noted that investment proposals across the Oranga Tamariki operating model contribute to
the objectives and intent of section 7AA provisions in the Act;
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6 agreed that the following suite of investment proposals, which, in addition to other
operating model changes, will support Oranga Tamariki to meet its obligations under section
7AA of the Act, and will be further developed in time to feed into Budget 2019 decisions:

6.1 develop strategic partnerships with iwi and Maori organisations (including iwi
authorities);

6.2  expand workforce cultural capability, including specialist Maori roles and iwi-based
Family Group Conference co-ordinators;

6.3 enhance cultural connection initiatives within Oranga Tamariki, including the review
and re-design of cultural competency assessments;

7 noted that the Minister for Children will submit a detailed bid for Budget 2019 that reflects
the direction outlined in paragraph 6.

Jenny Vickers

Committee Secretary
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