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Cabinet Social Wellbeing
Committee

Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Transforming Our Response to Children and Young People at Risk of
Harm - Paper Four: Care

Portfolio Children

On 31 October 2018, the Cabinet Social Wellbeing Committee:

1

noted that children and young people who have contact with the care system have a
disproportionately high likelihood of experiencing worse outcomes compared to the general
population, and this often continues into adulthood;

noted that the new Oranga Tamariki (National Care Standards and Related Matters)
Regulations 2018 and other changes to the Oranga Tamariki Act 1989, which come into
force on 1 July 2019, underpin a fundamental shift in how the care system provides for
children and young people in care;

noted that the legislative changes are intended to address the variability in the quality of
care provided to children and young people and the variability of support provided to
caregivers, as well as to set clear expectations and accountability mechanisms to support the
provision of quality care;

noted that the changes to transform the care system in line with new legislative obligations
are ambitious and will take time to build and embed;

agreed that to transform the care system in line with new legislative obligations, investment
will be required across the following areas:

5.1 workforce — building frontline workforce capacity and capability to provide quality
care and support;

5.2 services — delivering high quality services and support for children and young people
that address their individual needs;

5.3  caregivers — finding and retaining high quality caregivers and ensuring they are
provided with the right support and training;

54  placements — building capacity to provide for very high needs children and young
people;

noted that the Minister for Children will submit a detailed bid for Budget 2019 that reflects
the decision in paragraph 5 above;
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7 noted that choices about phasing and scaling across the investment proposals for the care
system will be considered as part of the Budget 2019 process;

8 noted that the Minister for Children will report back to the Cabinet Social Wellbeing
Committee later in 2018 seeking pre-commitment funding from Budget 2019 to support
preparatory changes for 1 July 2019 when the new legislative obligations come into force.

Jenny Vickers

Committee Secretary
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