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Cabinet Social Wellbeing 
Committee

Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority. 

Transforming Our Response to Children and Young People at Risk of 
Harm: Pre-commitment Funding 

Portfolio Children 

On 28 November 2018, the Cabinet Social Wellbeing Committee (SWC): 

1 noted that on 5 November 2018, SWC: 

1.1 agreed to the investment areas required to transform the care system in line with new 

legislative obligations [SWC-18-MIN-0152]; 

1.2 agreed to provide for a relationship-based service to meet the new legislative 

obligations that prioritise the early preparation of young people for their transition 

from care or a youth justice residence, and provides a strong level of support 

throughout their transition, subject to decisions in Budget 2019  

[SWC-18-MIN-0153]; 

1.3 noted that the Minister for Children would report back to SWC in November 2018 to 

request pre-commitment funding in order to resource immediate work needed before 

1 July 2019 to meet new legislative obligations relating to the care system and the 

transition support service [CAB-18-MIN-0148, SWC-18-MIN-0151,  

SWC-18-MIN-0153]; 

2 noted that in September 2016, the previous government: 

2.1 agreed to introduce new legislative provisions into the Oranga Tamariki Act 1989 

(the Act) relating to sharing information about vulnerable children and young people; 

2.2 noted that the costs of implementing and operating the new information sharing 

provisions would need to be sought through the Budget process; 

[CAB-16-MIN-0494] 

3 noted that preparatory changes: 

3.1 need to be made prior to 1 July 2019 to meet the new legislative provisions to 

transform the care system, establish the transition support service and introduce the 

new information sharing provisions; 

3.2 require investment in frontline workforce changes, implementation resources and 

system changes; 
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4 noted that the costs required for the preparatory changes in 2018/19, and the costs required 

in the outyears from 2019/20 onwards, cannot be met within Vote Oranga Tamariki—

Ministry for Children baselines; 

5 agreed to set aside the following amounts as a pre-commitment against the Budget 2019 

operating allowance for the cost necessary to support the preparatory changes to transform 

the care system, establish the new transition support service, and introduce the new 

information sharing provisions with a corresponding impact on the operating balance: 

 $m – increase 

Initiative name 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 & 
Outyears 

Preparatory work for July 
2019 legislative changes 

17.700 24.513 19.271 15.001 15.001 

 
6 approved the following changes to appropriations to give effect to the policy changes 

required outlined in paragraph 5 above with a corresponding impact on the operating 

balance: 

 $m – increase 

Vote Oranga Tamariki 
Ministry for Children 

2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 & 
Outyears 

Investing in Children and 
Young people MCA 

17.700 24.513 19.271 15.001 15.001 

 
7 agreed that the changes to appropriations for 2018/19 in paragraph 6 above be included in 

the 2018/19 Supplementary Estimates and that, in the interim, the increases be met from 

Imprest Supply; 

8 agreed that the expenses incurred under paragraph 6 above be a pre-commitment against 

Budget 2019 operating allowance; 

9 noted that in December 2016, the previous government approved $4.5 million for the 

Transformation Programme: Investing in New Zealand Children and Their Families 

appropriation to fund the Engaging all New Zealanders programme  

[SOC-16-MIN-0196]; 

10 noted that $2.2 million for Engaging all New Zealanders was not able to be transferred into 

the 2018/19 year through the October Baseline Update process due to an error in the earlier 

in-principle expense transfer request that misidentified the appropriation from which to 

transfer the funding; 
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11 approved an increase of $2.2 million to the Investing in Children and Young People MCA 

for Engaging all New Zealanders, which will have no impact on the operating balance or net 

core Crown debt: 

 

Vote Oranga Tamariki 

Minister for Children 

$m – increase/(decrease) 

2018/19  2019/20  2020/21  2021/22  2022/23 & 
Outyears 

Multi-category Expenses and 
Capital Expenditure: 

     

Investing in Children and 
Young people MCA 

Departmental Output 
Expenses 

     

      

Statutory Intervention and 
Transition 

(funded by revenue Crown) 

2.200 - - - - 

12 agreed that the changes to appropriations for 2018/19 in paragraph 11 above be included the 

2018/19 Supplementary Estimates and that, in the interim, the increase be met from Imprest 

Supply. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny Vickers 

Committee Secretary 
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